
A War-Torn Creation



One day Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Let us go over to the other side of the 
lake.” So they got into a boat and set 
out.  As they sailed, he fell asleep.
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A squall came down on the lake, so 
that the boat was being swamped, and 
they were in great danger.
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The disciples went and woke him 
saying, “Master, Master, we’re going 
to drown!”
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He got up and rebuked the wind and 
the raging waters; the storm subsided, 
and all was calm. “Where is your 
faith?” he asked his disciples. 
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In fear and amazement they asked 
one another, “Who is this? He 
commands even the winds and the 
water, and they obey him.”

Luke 8:22-26
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Every square inch of this cosmos is at 
every moment claimed by Satan and 
counter-claimed by God.

– C.S.Lewis
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1. God’s ideal creation is non-violent
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Genesis 1:29-30
Then God said, “I give you every seed-
bearing plant on the face of the whole 
earth and every tree that has fruit with 
seed in it. 

A War-Torn Creation



They will be yours for food. And to all 
the beasts of the earth and all the 
birds in the sky and all the creatures 
that move on the ground – I give every 
green plant for food.” And it was so.
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Isaiah 11:6-9
The wolf will live with the lamb, the 
leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling 
together; and a little child will lead them. 
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The cow will feed with the bear, their 
young will lie down together, and the 
lion will eat straw like the ox. Infants 
will play near the hole of the cobra; 
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young children will put their hands 
into the viper’s nest. They will neither 
harm nor destroy on all my holy 
mountain, 
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for the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters 
cover the sea.

Isaiah 11:6-9
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1. God’s ideal creation
2. Nature is cursed (Genesis 3:14-19)
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• hostility between snakes and people (3:15) 
• pain in childbirth (3:16) 
• the ground will be stubborn (3:17, 19) 
• thorns and thistles will grow (3:18) 
• all people will die (3:19)
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Romans 8:20-22
For the creation was subjected to 
frustration…. We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning as in the 
pains of childbirth right up to the 
present time.



1. God’s ideal creation
2. Nature is cursed (Genesis 3:14-19)
3. Satan holds the power of death
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Hebrews 2:14
Since the children have flesh and 
blood, he too shared in their humanity 
so that by his death he might break 
the power of him who holds the power 
of death – that is, the devil….



1. God’s ideal creation
2. Nature is cursed (Genesis 3:14-19)
3. Satan holds the power of death
4. The demonic origin of disease
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Acts 10:38
[Jesus]… went around doing good 
and healing all who were under the 
power of the devil, because God was 
with him.



1. God’s ideal creation
2. Nature is cursed (Genesis 3:14-19)
3. Satan holds the power of death
4. The demonic origin of disease
5. The whole creation needs saving 
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Colossians 1:19-20
For God was pleased to have all his 
fullness dwell in him, and through him 
to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his 
blood, shed on the cross.



A War-Torn Creation

1. Don’t look for the hand of God in 
natural disasters

2. Live with a “warfare” mindset
3. We are doing spiritual warfare when 

we fight evil effects of nature
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