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Here am I, and the children the LORD has given me
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Your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost. See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. Jesus said, let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.
 

These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
 

Here am I, and the children the LORD has given me. We are signs and symbols in Israel from the LORD Almighty, who dwells on Mount Zion. Their descendants will be known among the nations and their offspring among the peoples. All who see them will acknowledge that they are a people the LORD has blessed.
 

We affirm the unique value of every child and young person. Each one of them is made in the image of God and deserves our full respect and support. Their ability to make godly choices, their spiritual capacity and their God-given potential reminds us that with every new generation God is renewing his covenant with his people. 
 

We recognize the attack on children and youth. The powers of darkness are at work to destroy them so they cannot reach their full potential of wholeness and maturity. Places which are meant to be safe for children; the home, the church, the neighbourhood and the school are now places of threat and danger for some. Children helplessly suffer at the hands of those they are meant to trust the most, through physical, sexual and mental abuse, exploitation or neglect. Others suffer the loss of all those who could care for them through war, poverty or HIV/AIDS – these are all Children at Risk in our world today.
 

We believe that we have a God given responsibility to minister to both real and felt needs of Children at Risk and to give them opportunities for safety and healing. We aim to do this by rescuing the child or transforming the child’s environment by working within the abusive circumstances - spiritually, socially and physically. This can only be done through our sacrifice of time, building relationship and trust with the child, as well as networking with other individuals and agencies that may be supporting them. 
 

We recognise the primary, foundational influence that parents have in children’s lives. We are committed to inspiring and equipping parents, teachers and all those working with children, as they grasp their God given role, showing an example to children and youth of godly living. We seek to partner with them as they find opportunities to formally and informally impart truths, values and skills in every sphere of daily life; home, community, school, church and family. 
 

We commit to provide biblically based education models of high quality from pre-school to university that can be replicated. We seek to collaborate with other Christian educational initiatives to promote an effective and sympathetic accrediting framework. We also encourage our students and staff to get involved in ministries to children, teenagers and families and to obtain appropriate training in order to be most effective.
 

We trust that the long-term outcome of our beliefs and investments will include families knowing God’s character and his ways and children growing up into responsible adults who reflect God's character by bearing the fruit of love, trust, and obedience. This dynamic will support leadership development from a young age and stimulate new waves of mobilization, service and influence in all sectors of society with the result that nations will be transformed, and God's name will be glorified. 
 

We advocate that we embrace children and youth, who make up 40% of the world's population, as an integral part of our calling and purpose in Youth with a Mission.
 

Jeju, August 2007
 

PS: We recommend that our staff and leaders familiarize themselves with the YWAM child protection guidelines, the Oxford Statement on Children at Risk (Viva Network) and the UNICEF convention on the rights of children.
